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AC 701 Philosophy of B. 4-0-0 4 4 CBCS (Open
R. Ambedkar Elective)
and Its
Contemporary
Relevance

AC 701 Philosophy of B. R. Ambedkar and Ity Contemporary

Relevonce

Course Objective

This course is offered to the doctoral scholars (Ph.D.) to familiarize them with
the ideas and philosophy of B.R. Ambedkar to enrich their understanding about
different facets of Indian social as well as political system. Also, the course will
deliberate a discussion on the concept of Nation and its applicability in Indian
context. In addition to this, there will be an orientation to the scholars towards

doing research in the areas pertaining to social marginalities in India.

DETAILED SYLLABI

Unit 1: Philosophy of B. R. Ambedkar Sources of
Influence

Perspectives on Indian Social Structure

Political Integration

Economic Thought

Ideas on Education

Religion - Emancipatory Vehicle

Unit 2: Social Philosophy and Its Relevance Historicity and

Development of Indian Social

Movements

Addressing Discrimination on Caste, Tribe, Gender, and Religion

Thought  Social

Indian Constitution - The Source of Social Reform
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Unit 3: Thoughts on Nation and Indian Nationalism
Liberty, Equality and Fraternity - Key Concepts
Idea of Nation and its Applicability in India
Democracy - Concept and Functionality/Challenges
Emergence of Dalit-Bahujan Consciousness in India

Unit 4: Doing Research on Social Marginality in India
Social Exclusion - Conceptualization in Indian Context
Researching Marginality in India - Ontology, Epistemology, and Methodology
Issues of Marginality in India

Readings

- Aloysius, G. (2014). Nationalism without a Nation in India. New Delhi: OUP.

- Ambedkar, B. R. (2013). Annthilation of Caste. New Delhi: Samyak Prakashan.

- Ambedkar, B. R. (2013). Castes in India: Their Mechanism, Genesis and
Development. New Delhi: Critical Quest.

- Begari, Jagannatham. (2010). Jyotirao Phule: A Revolutionary Social Reformer.
The Indian Journal of Political Science, 71 (2), 399-412.

- Bhattacharyya, Asmita, & Basu, Sandeep. (Eds.). (2018). Marginalities in
India- Themes and Perspectives. Singapore: Springer Publications.

- Black, Thomas. R. (2002). Understanding Social Science Research. London:
Sage Publications.

- Byrne, David. (2005). Social Exclusion. Berkshire: Open University Press.

- Chakravarti, Uma. (1993). Conceptualising Brahmanical Patriarchy in Early
India: Gender, Caste, Class and State. Economic and Political Weekly, 28(14),
579-585.

- Dennis, M. Rutledge. (2005). Marginality, Power, and Social Structure: Issues
in Race, Class, and Gender. New York: Elsevier.

- Desai, A. R. (2005). Social Background of Indian Nationalism. Mumbai:
Popular Prakashan Pvt. Ltd.

- Deshpande, G. P. (Ed.). (2002). Selected Writings of Jyotirao Phule. New
Delhi: Leftword Publications.

- Gore, M. S. (1993). The Social Context of an Ideology: Ambedkar’s Political
and Social Thought. New Delhi: Sage Publications.

- Guru, Gopal, & Geetha, V. (2000). New Phase of Dalit Bahujan Intellectual
Activity. Economic and Political Weekly, 35 (3), 130-134.

- Heggade, O. D. (1998). Economic Thought of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. New Delhi:
Mohit Publications.

- Jadhav, N. (2014). Ambedkar Writes. Vol. 1 & 2. New Delhi: Konark
Publications.

- Jatava, D. R. (1965). The Social Philosophy of B. R. Ambedkar. Agra: Phoenix
Publication House.
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Jefferlot, Christophe, & Thomas, Blom Hansen John Zavos. (Eds.). (2004).
Hindu Nationalism & Indian Politics: An Omnibus. New Delhi: OUP.
Jafferlot, Christophe, & Kumar, Narender. (Eds.). (2018). Dr. Ambedkar and
Democracy. New Delhi: OUP.

Kothari, Rajni. (2010). Caste in Indian Politics. New Delhi: Orient Black Swan.
Mukherjee, Arun P. (2009). B. R. Ambedkar, John Dewey, and the Meaning of
Democracy. India and the West, 40(2), 345-370.

Omvedt, Gail. (1993). Reinventing Revolution, New Social Movements & the
Socialist Traditions in India. NY: Sharpe Publications.

Omvedt, Gail. (2013). Liberty, Equality & Community: Dr. Ambedkar’s Vision
of New Social Order. New Delhi: Navyana Publications.

Raghavendra, R.H. (2016). Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Ideas on Social Justice in
Indian Society. Contemporary Voice of Dalit, 8 (1), 24-29.

Rajasekhariah, A. M., & Jayaraj, Hemalata. (1991). Political Philosphy of Dr. B.
R. Ambedkar. The Indian Journal of Political Science, 52(3), 357-375.

Rege, Sharmila (2010). Education as "Trutiya Ratna": Towards
PhuleAmbedkarite Feminist Pedagogical Practice. Economic and Political
Weekly, 45(44), 88-98.

Rege, Sharmila (2013). Against the Madness of Manu: B. R. Ambedkar’s
Writings on Brahmanical Patriarchy. New Delhi: Navyana Publications.
Rodrigues, Valerian (2010). The Essential Writings of B. R. Ambedkar. New
Delhi: OUP.

Shah, Ghanshyam (2004). Social Movements in India- A Review of
Literature. New Delhi: Sage Publications.

Thorat, Sukhdeo, & Aryama. (2007). Ambedkar in Retrospect: Essays on
Economics, Politics, & Society. New Delhi: Rawat Publications.
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AC401 B.R. Ambedkar and Constitution of | 3-0-0 3 3 CBCS (Open Elective)
India
AC401 B.R. Ambedkar and Constitution of India

Course Objective

This course aims to familiarize the students with the philosophy, sources and the
historical development of the Indian Constitution. Further, it intends to
deliberate information about the role of B. R. Ambedkar towards final draft of
the Constitution in terms of his reflections on the key concepts such as Justice,
Federal Structure, and Secularism. The course will also generate a dynamic
discussion on the nature and representation in Indian Constitution.

DETAILED SYLLABI

Unit 1: Constitution of India
Philosophy and Sources of Indian Constitution
Historical Development

Unit 2: Role and Contribution of B.R. Ambedkar towards Constitution of India
Drafting Committee
Ambedkar's Thoughts on Constitution and Constitutionalism - Issues on Justice,
Federal Structure and Secularism

Unit 3: Nature of Indian Constitution
Concepts of Democracy, Socialism, Capitalism and Republic
Inter-linkages of Legislature, Executive and Judiciary

Unit 4 : Representation in Indian Constitution
Ambedkar's idea of Social Justice (Caste, Gender, Tribe, and Minorities)
Political Representation and Social Reforms

Textbook(s)

- Bhatia, K. L. (1994). Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, Social Justice & Indian Constitution.
Delhi: Deep & Deep Publications.

- Jadhav, N. (2014). Ambedkar Writes. Vol. 1 & 2. New Delhi: Konark
Publications.
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Reference Book(s)

- Ambedkar, B. R. (2005). Writings & Speeches. Vol. 13. Nagpur: Government of
Maharashtra.

- Ambedkar, B. R. (2013). Annthilation of Caste. New Delhi: Samyak Prakashan.

- Appadorai, A., & Gwyer, Maurice L. (1957). Speeches and Documents on the
Indian Constitution. Vol. 1 & 2. London: OUP.

- Austin, Granville. (1999). The Indian Constitution: Cornerstone of a Nation.

London: OUP.

- Basu, D.D. (2013). Introduction to the Constitution of India. New Delhi:
LexisNexis.

- Bhargava, Rajeev. (Ed.). (2008). Politics & Ethics of Indian Constitution. New
Delhi: OUP.

- Gore, M. S. (1993). The Social Context of an Ideology: Ambedkar’s Political
and Social Thought. New Delhi: Sage Publications.

- Hasan, Zoya. (Ed.). (2000). Politics & the State in India. New Delhi: Sage
Publications.

- Kohli, Atul. (1994). Centralization and Powerlessness: India’s Democracy in a
Comprehensive Perspective. In Joe Midgal, Atul Kohli & Vivenne Shue (Eds.),
State, Power & Social Forces. (pp. 89-107). Cambridge: CUP.

- Kothari, Rajni. (2012). Politics in India. New Delhi: Orient Longman.

- Rege, Sharmila. (2013). Against the Madness of Manu: B. R. Ambedkar’s
Writings on Brahmanical Patriarchy. New Delhi: Navyana Publications.

- Shastri, Sandeep; Yadav, Yogendra, & Suri, K. C. (2009). Electoral Politics in
Indian States. New Delhi: OUP.

- Thorat, Sukhadeo & Kumar, Narender. (Eds.). (2008). B.R. Ambedkar:
Perspectives on Social Exclusion and Inclusive Policy. New Delhi: OUP.

- Vora, Rajendra & Palshikar, Suhas. (Eds.). (2004). Indian Democracy,
Meanings & Practices. New Delhi: Sage Publications.

Article(s)

- Chakravarti, Uma. (1993). Conceptualising Brahmanical Patriarchy in Early
India: Gender, Caste, Class and State. Economic and Political Weekly, 28(14),
579-585.

- Mukherjee, Arun P. (2009). B. R. Ambedkar, John Dewey, and the Meaning of
Democracy. India and the West, 40(2), 345-370.

- Raghavendra, R.H. (2016). Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Ideas on Social Justice in
Indian Society. Contemporary Voice of Dalit, 8(1), 24-29.
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